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Message from the President:  

Dale E. Yoe, HFA #062 

 

Happy March and, of course, St. Patty’s Day! This year has started off with a decrease in Covid- so I hope 
this finds all well and off to a good start. I am interested in hearing stories about your genealogy travels and finds- 
so please let me know. I have mentioned before that, through DNA I found a way to break through my “brick 
wall” and I hope to hear many of you have been having breakthroughs as well. I have also, after 4 years of 
research, been able to become, as many of you also have, a member of the Mayflower Society and have been 
elected for a second term as a member of the Councilor Board of the New England Historic Genealogical Society 
(NEHGS).  

I have not heard from many about any changes or new finds in the HGR3 but continue working on the 
addendum for future reference. I also have a new line of searching. NEHGS will be starting soon a new project 
and I have volunteered to be a part. It is called the “10 Million Names Project” and will be trying to find the 
names of as many of the nameless men, women and children listed as slaves in the 1850/1860 census, to tell their 
stories and find possible descendants. This is exciting for me as I live in Maryland, near Virginia, where there 
were many slaves. I always love to do research and this will be a wonderful opportunity for me.  

I am hopeful that soon we will have information on the 2024 meeting of the HFA. If you have paid your dues 
for 2023- I thank you and if not- please get in touch with Jim Hilton. The state of the HFA is strong,, but will only 
remail strong with your help. Take care and stay safe. 

 

 

 

*** 

 

 



Just a Few Updates to Let You Know The Progress at Leicester Cathedral 

By Irene Turlington, HFA Honorary Member 

 

David Monteith left as Dean of Leicester at the end of November. He was inaugurated as Dean of Canterbury 
Cathedral on 17th December. Robert and I went to David’s Service in Canterbury on one of the coaches from the 
Cathedral. David knew about his appointment some time ago but had to keep it quiet until it was officially 
announced by the Prime Minister. The Queen agreed to David’s appointment, but because of the Platinum Jubilee 
and then the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the news could not be officially announced. He will be very 
much missed at Leicester. It was pity he couldn’t have stayed until all the Cathedral restoration and the new 
Heritage and Learning Centre was completed, but appointments like Dean of Canterbury do not come up very 
often, so David had to go for it when he did otherwise, he would have lost the opportunity. 

  

In the service, Leicester Cathedral Choir sang the words to The Litany of the Holy Spirit by Robert Herrick 
the Poet. The music was a new setting written by Dr. Christopher Ouvry Johns (the Music Director at Leicester 
Cathedral) published in April 2022 on behalf of the Church Music Society by Oxford University Press. 

  

Also I enclose the link to the update on the Leicester Cathedral Project. Matthew Morris leading the 
archaeological dig, expects they will be working on the site until at least the end of February/March. It is all very 
exciting. 

  

https://leicestercathedral.org/project-updates/ 

  

Hope you All have a Good Year in 2023. 

 

 

 

*** 

 



Tucson Festival Of Books 

By Michael Herrick #118 

 

As some of you know I self-published a book in 2019 on Herrick family history, documenting what I knew 
at the time of English Herricks and my line of Joseph Herricks. The book is called Echoes of the Past: A Family 
Story. I entered the book in a competition of Inde Authors to be presented at the Tucson Festival of Book on 
March 4th. Over 150 authors submitted books judged by book reviewers and my book was one of those selected 
for presentation. I am certainly honored. I plan to speak about Herrick family genealogy, plus the methods I used 
to compile the content. I look forward to questions for aspiring amateur genealogists like myself. More on the 
results of this in the next newsletter. 

*** 

 

English Place Names 

By Michael Herrick, HFA #118 

Including pictures and maps printed as submitted by Michael Herrick 

The English Place Name Society at the University of Nottingham is a valuable resource for researching our 
Herrick ancestry. Since 1923, the society has conducted surveys of place names throughout England. The work 
is now finished and compiled in 91 volumes by parish and by county. Interestingly, the most recent volumes are 
from Leicestershire, from which seven volumes have been published by the society. All the Leicestershire 
volumes were surveyed and compiled by Barrie Cox. I have joined the English Place Name Society and have 
purchased four of the Leicestershire volumes. After going through the books, I found Herrick related information 
in each volume. 

The word hundred is used frequently in the place name volumes. It has nothing to do with a number. 
A hundred is an administrative division that is geographically part of a larger region. In England those larger 
regions are shires or counties. The number of divisions or hundreds in each county varies widely. Leicestershire 
has six hundreds (up from four at Domesday),  

 

The Borough of Leicester, Vol. 75, Part One 

Unspecified Lands 1400-1499:  

Eryke Grounds 1493 Terrier. CF. Johanna Eryk 1492 SR.  

This reference is fascinating since Johanna Eryk was the wife of William Eyrick (or Eryke) grandson of Sir 
William Eyrick de Stretton. Also, a Johanna Eryk was the mother of Robert and Sir William Eyrick de Stretton 
in the 14th century. According to researchers at EPNS, CF means that there is a connection between Eryke Grounds 
and Johanna Eryk in 1493 when the document was attested. SR means Subsidy Rolls, so subsidy rolls are the 
documents from which this reference comes. A logical next step might be to find out who was titled for Eryk 
Grounds in 1493, where it is in the Borough of Leicester, and how Johanna Eryk was associated with it.  

I asked both Peter Liddle and Michael Wood about this reference. Peter said, “I think Eryke Ground would 
be difficult to pin down. I'm not familiar with the 1493 terrier but it looks like a list of properties only identified 
by family names and we know there were Herricks in Leicester by then. John Herrick was in Leicester by 1471, 
for example.  

Michael Wood has this to say about the reference, “In terms of trying to trace your family root, I would have 
thought it was likely that the Herricks were another of those Leicestershire families like the Iliffe’s (who I discuss 
at length in my book on Kibworth) whose name comes from Old Danish Iolfr- one of the names Barry Cox thinks 
represent the first phase of the Danish settlement of the 870s.” 



Guthlaxton Hundred, Vol. 88, Part Five 

Wigston Magna: Field Names 

Herrick’s Hedge (e) 1661. 17 (v. Hecg: with the surname Herrick , from the ON masc. pers. N. Eirikr (ODan 
Erik), fc. Clara Herrick 1853 Census of Wigston Magna). 

This too is a fascinating reference. The ‘e’ abbreviation simply means “early”, and 17 means the 17th century. 
The ‘v’ means to see or recognize Hecg, which means “hedge”, typically between townships. When a surname is 
attached like Herrick’s Hedge, it means a boundary between personal property. The ‘fc’ means that Clara Herrick 
is connected to Herrick’s Hedge. 

This is a fairly recent reference, but interesting information might come from checking it out. I’d guess that 
we would need to check out the 1853 census or tax rolls for Clara Herrick to find out who she is and where 
Herrick’s Hedge is. We do know from this reference that it is Wigston Magna, which is located only a few miles 
south of Stretton Magna, where HFA visited in 2014 with Peter Liddle. There we saw the location of Robert 
Ericke’s (Robert de Stretton) manor house and moat and St. Giles church. Again, I asked Peter and Michael about 
this reference in Wigston Magna. Peter replied, “I am really not surprised by Herrick's Hedge in Wigston. There 
were Herricks documented here from the 1250s. I think that you are familiar with 'The Midland Peasant' by 
W.G.Hoskins. If not, it is well worth looking at. There are multiple references to the Herricks of Wigston. Although 
this was first published in the 1950s, it remains a valuable work. Apparently, St. Wistan's was the family church.”  

Michael responded, “The place names you give are too late (1661) to be of any help. The most important 
thing is to trace the family back as far as you can and to try to pinpoint where the family came from as early as 
possible. I’d guess the Herricks came from a similar background: as their name doesn’t survive as a village name. 
You’ll have to find out how far back the name can be traced. You need then to go through carefully George 
Farnham’s Leicestershire Medieval Villages Notes (6 volumes 1929-33), the key to the early medieval poll taxes 
etc: if the Herricks are in say the 14th century tax rolls anywhere in Leicestershire they will be in Farnham.” 

What I get out of Peter’s and Michael’s comments are that a lot of work is involved in tracing the family 
back into medieval times with complete certainty. Below is a map of Guthlaxton Hundred with Wigston Magna 
highlighted. 

I have conducted a Google search of Farnham’s volumes that Michael referred to and discovered they are 
only available at the British Library in London and the LDS library in Sait Lake City. I contacted both libraries, 
and they both said that the volumes are not digitized and they are only available for viewing at the library in hard 
copy. Farnham also published a book called Leicestershire Medieval Pedigrees. This book is also not digitized 
but is available for viewing at four libraries in the US – Salt Lake City, Las Vegas, Chicago, and the Allen County 
Library in Fort Wayne, IN. I called the Allen County library and they searched for Herrick or any spelling 
variations of Herrick in the index. The only surname close was Herdwyk in the 14th century in Lindsey, a village 
near Leicester.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

West Goscote Hundred and the Leicestershire Parishes of Repton and Gresley Hundred, Vol. 91 Part 
Seven 

Quorndon: Field Names 

Herrick’s CI (with the surn. Herrick, from the ON masc. pers.n. Eirkr (ODan Erik), very much a local surn., 
cf. Johannes Eirich 1211 RFL, Nicholas Heyryke 1524 ib, John Eryke 1568 ib, William Herrick 1597 Rental 
(specifically of Quorndon) and Edward Hericke 1620 RFL; note William Herrick 1877 Census of adjoining 
Mountsorrel parish).  

Quorndon parish is located adjacent to Longborough and Woodhouse. See map below with Quorndon 
highlighted. RFL means Register of Freeman of Leicester, 1927-33. 



 

 

 

Gartree Hundred, Vol. 84, Part Four 

What is significant about Gartree Hundred is that it is the location of Stretton Magna, which was the location 
of the manor house of Robert Ericke de Stretton and the location of St. Giles church. Peter Liddle guided HFA 
there in 2014. Below is the entire section treating Stretton Magna, which no longer exits as a village, and a map 
of Gartree Hundred with Stretton Magna highlighted. 

There are no Herrick (or Eyryk) references in this section, but there are references to “a former manor house 
of which the substantial moat remains”. This must be the manor house of Robert de Stretton. In describing Stretton 
Magna, Barrie Cox states, “The farmstead, village on the Roman road… Only the church (St. Giles) remains 
standing amid a large area of medieval earthworks of the former village.” 



 

 

 

An article on Leicestershire place names can’t be complete without reference to WG Hoskins book, The 
Midland Peasant: The Economic and Social History of a Leicestershire Village. Peter Liddle mentioned the book 
in his comments about Wigston Magna. Instead of writing out the Herricks who lived in Wigston Magna, I have 
copied the pages from Hoskin’s book that mention Herricks and highlighted their names. 

 

 





 

 

 







 





Many clues about who the Herricks were in Leicestershire from the 13th century on can be found by 
researching more into English place names and Farnham’s volumes. If anyone is interested in joining me in this 
search, please contact me at herrickresearch@me.com. 

 

*** 

 



The Herricks Move to the Ohio

By Kevin Duane Fronk and Amanda Kae Fronk, HFA #227

For nearly 200 years, the Herrick family had lived in or near New England, first in Beverly,
Massachusetts, then Ira, Vermont, and then Central New York. Amos Herrick (HGR ID# 179) and
four of his brothers had fought in the American Revolution1. Some forty years later, Amos (72),
his wife Eunice Searle Herrick (55), and their 20-year-old son Ira traveled by wagon 370 miles
from Hamilton, Madison County, New York, to Hiram, Portage County, Ohio. They settled near
Amos’s brother Lebbeus (68).

Ira (HGR ID# 445) was anxious for his 25-year-old brother Lemuel (HGR ID# 444) to join them.
In March 1817, he wrote a letter2 to Lemuel in Cambria, Niagara County, New York:

I at last found a farm in the town of hiram joining nelson not being able to get any
further[.] I took it to work upon shares then I got the old people on to the Hldoe [illegible]
the best way I could[.] it would be to teagous [too tedious] told how but on our way we
hapend [happened] to fined uncle Lebbedes and staid one night at his hous[.] this farm
is but fourteen miles from ucles[. . . .] you must leave yor family [. . .] and you must come
as soon as possible you can and whether you come to not you must send a letter as
soon as you get this for we are vary anchcious [anxious] to no [know] how it is with your
family[.]

Not hearing back, Ira sent another letter one month later, this time to both Lemuel and
his wife Sally Judd Herrick and containing more details about the benefits of moving to the Ohio,
including a job already lined up for Lemuel:

I have took a place of a man in the town of Hyram joyning Nelson to work upon shares[.]
I took it for you and me to [too.] There is as much as fifty acres under improvements and
it will be impossible for me to improve it all myself and it will be damage for you and me
to [too] if you can’t come & meditly [immediately] to help[.] You can leave your family to
come with Mr. Judd3[.] I want you to be shure and get hear time anuff [enough] to plant
corn[.] it is a very excellent country the best of land and all kines [kinds] of wild creturs
[creatures] and all kines [kinds] of wild things goes [grow] that anybody could think of
and one can get land now for about three dollars an acre[.] The town is a settling very
fast and the sooner we by [buy] the better for it is riseing[.] I have bought a cow and she
has calved[.]

What Ira couldn’t have known was that Lemuel and Sally’s three-year-old son Clinton
had died March 22, a day before Ira had written his first letter. The young couple were mourning
this loss while caring for 18-month-old Eliza Ann and preparing for another baby to come,
Alonzo Tarquin, in September 1817. All the groundwork Ira had set up would have to wait.

3 Nathaniel Judd (1766–1843) is Sally Judd Herrick’s father. The 1820 census lists him and his family of
nine in Ravenna, Portage County, Ohio, 20 miles south of Hiram.

2 Original spelling and punctuation has been preserved in the letters cited in this article. Some punctuation
and words have been added in brackets to support readability.

1 See “Amos Herrick: Revolutionary Patriot, 1775–1777” in the December 2022 HFA Newsletter.
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Lemuel, Sally, and their two living children don’t arrive until the summer of 1818. A pioneer
history of Hiram, Ohio, notes the arrival of Ira, Amos, and Eunice in 1817 and elaborates on the
population rapidly increasing to 120 by the end of 1817.4 Another early history notes that
“Lemuel Herrick came and moved in with his brother, Ira, [in lot 33,] afterwards settled on lot 25
or 26.”5

The Herricks quickly joined the heart of the Hiram community. The Hiram history notes
that the “first regular Lord's Day meetings were carried on by three Methodists women[:] Old
Mrs. Herrick, Mrs. Ryder and Mrs. Hinckley in the summer of 1818, at the south schoolhouse.”6

In 1818, there were only two Mrs. Herricks in Hiram: Lemuel’s wife, Sally Judd Herrick (26), and
Amos’s wife, Eunice Searle Herrick (56). Eunice taught with Marilla Ryder (43) and Susannah
Hinckley (35), who all lived on the same country lane near the schoolhouse.

Two years later, Ira started his own family, marrying Sarah T. Hopkins on October 31,
1820. Ira and Sarah had six children: Clarissa, Celinda, Benjamin, James Riley, Ira Jr., and
William Hobart. Ira Jr. carried on the legacy of military service, dying as a Union soldier during
the Civil War.

In 1825, Amos died at age 80 in December 1825 in Hiram. Ira Herrick Sr. lived out his
days farming in Ohio. He died not far from Hiram in Nelson, Ohio, on September 3, 1852.

Lemuel, Sally, and their children, along with Eunice, on the other hand, had a lot of
journeying ahead of them after they joined The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Eunice died nearly 800 miles away from Hiram in Far West, Missouri, on September 6, 1838, at
75 years old. Sally died on November 17, 1841, in Nauvoo, Illinois, more than 600 miles from
Hiram. Lemuel died the furthest from Hiram (1,750 miles) in Ogden, Utah, on September 1,
1861, more than 2,150 miles from his birthplace in Charleston, New York.

6 Ryder, “Pioneer History,” p. 23.

5 Alvah Udall, “Early History of Hiram,” The Journal (Garrettsville, Ohio), July 1, 1880, part 5.
http://sidneyrigdon.com/RigdonO3.htm.

4 Charles H. Ryder, “Pioneer History: Early Settlement of Hiram,” MS 1864 & 1874, p. 17,
http://sidneyrigdon.com/RigdonO3.htm. Charles H. Ryder (1853–1883) was the grandson of Symonds
Ryder of Hiram. His writings on Hiram, Portage Co., Ohio, are preserved at Hiram College and at the
Portage County Historical Society.
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Quincy Abbot, HFA #068, Member since 2002 

 



 
*** 

More From Dr. Cat Jarman 

By Michael Herrick HFA #118 

 

Last June, many of you participated in the live zoom call with Dr. Cat Jarman, the premiant bioarchaeologist 
and field archaeologist specializing in the Viking Age. In the last summer’s HFA newsletter, I posted a summary 
of that zoom call and mentioned podcasts that Dr. Jarrman has produced, called Gone Medieval. Over 100 
podcasts on Gone Medieval are presented in the link below. Many of them are featuring Cat Jarman as the expert 
historian and archeologist. One of the podcasts features Phillippa Langley who led the King Richard III Society 
in England and advanced the theory that Richard III was buried under a car park and under Robert Herrick’s 
gardens. As it turns out, she was right. 

https://podfollow.com/gone-medieval/view?fbclid=IwAR04RNy0gi5VIC_hkJF7AP4h4PDgQ2e_Pf-
9bAdu-uMFlq00GLAGbzdnwkA 



Recently, Dr. Jarman led an archaeology team to Althorp, the ancestorial home of Princes Diana and her 
brother Charles Spencer. The purpose was to discover more about the earliest occupants of the Althorp estate. I 
think this episode speaks to the search that all of us, no matter who we are, have about who our ancestors are, 
where and how they lived, and what we can learn about our legacy. This archaeological dig at the Spencer estate 
was featured in an episode of Secrets of the Dead on PBS. Below is the link to that episode. It runs about 50 
minutes. 

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/archaeology-althorp-preview-je0rmr/6278/ 

 

*** 

 



 
*** 

Message from the Editor: 

Nancy Johnson, HFA #212 

Email NancyJohnson206@gmail.com 

I would like to thank our members, Dale E. Yoe, HFA #62, Irene Turlington HFA’s Leicester Friend and Honorary 
Member, Michael Herrick HFA #118, Kevin Duane Fronk HFA# 227 and Amanda Kae Fronk, for contributing to this 
newsletter.  

I’d like to remind everyone that I’m happy to accept articles and stories for the next newsletter at any time. 

*** 




